So with Augustine. It was by a kind of subtle sense, that dispensed with the labour of seeking evidences and historical guarantees, that he tested alleged revelations. He was half persuaded that the Scripture answered this test. c So I resolved,' he says, ' to remain a catechumen in the Catholic Church, commended to me by my parents, until some steady light should shine forth to direct my course.'
During the period of waiting for the dawn of this new light, Augustine's character was slowly developing in the direction in which his studies were leading. He had for some time discussed the question of marriage with his friends. No one who reads the Confessions can fail to notice how purely formal and calculating are the thoughts of Augustine at this period. Had he written at the time instead of fourteen years afterwards, no doubt he would have expressed some sense of, if not the moral, at least the emotional aspecticulties about evil and spirituality. Augustine was never exacting in the matter of evidence. He had inherited a rare and enviable gift from his mother. As amade their way to
